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here at cal state san bernardino 
00:15 
i would like to first thank the salmon 
00:17 
wall band of mission indians 
00:19 
or the uhaviatham for allowing me to be 
00:23 
on their ancestral territory where cal 
00:25 
state san bernardino 
00:27 




more my research on the preservation of 
00:34 
indigenous sacred sites 
00:36 




have with these places i actually 
00:43 
approach my work comparatively 
00:46 




i look at the spiritual relationship 
00:52 
that the chimwavi people 
00:54 




mama phuket the old woman mountain 
01:02 
is located in the east mojave desert in 
01:05 
san bernardino county 
01:07 
second i examined the qashqans which is 
01:10 
my tribal community 
01:11 




or tlachaloyantepik in our language 
01:19 




and is located in the kashkan region of 
01:26 
southern tsakatekas in mexico 
01:29 
in the interest of time today i will 
01:31 
narrow my presentation on the spiritual 
01:33 




with the old woman mountain my 
01:40 
presentation will chronicle three 
01:42 
different historical framings 
01:44 
the first looks at how the chimwavi 
01:47 




secondly how colonization targeted 
01:54 




are working to revitalize this 
02:00 
relationship between people 
02:02 
and place i would like to begin 
02:06 
by looking at the spiritual relationship 
02:08 
between the chimwavi 
02:09 
















as well as working with the 29 palms 
02:29 
banned emission indians 
02:30 








work with the actual community 
02:41 
to understand the histories and cultural 
02:44 
traditions and practices 
02:46 












are southern paiute people southern 
03:01 
paiutes have an ancestral homeland 
03:04 




nevada arizona and california 
03:11 
which we can see in the following map 
03:14 
chimwavi live in areas 
03:16 




among other locations all southern 
03:22 
paiute people share a creation narrative 
03:25 
and a very special cultural tradition 
03:28 
called the satsangs 
03:31 




formed and begins with their creator 
03:37 




in the form of a worm into the ocean 
03:44 




landmasses such as mountains deserts 
03:51 
valleys plains plateaus and even our 
03:55 
coastal regions of this continent 
03:58 








puja and one of these places would be 
04:08 
the old woman mountain 
04:11 
chimwavi elders regard sacred places 
04:14 
like the old woman mountain 
04:16 




ocean woman their creator here on earth 
04:24 
now let's learn more about the salt 
04:27 
songs and why they are so 
04:28 
important to the chin wavy people 
04:31 
the salt songs are composed of about 140 
04:35 
song cycles that must be sung in order 
04:38 




that are all connected the salt songs 
04:45 
are one of the ways that the chem wavy 
04:47 
people traditionally stored 
04:50 
documented archived and kept alive their 
04:53 
most precious knowledge 
04:55 




first the songs detail physical trails 
05:04 
and secondly they map a spiritual trail 
05:07 
by the spirit 
05:08 




so what do i mean when i say that the 
05:14 
salt songs talk about physical trails 
05:17 
well the salt songs contain information 
05:20 




such as yucca juniper berries 
05:27 
willow and honey mesquite for example 
05:30 




and can even identify the elevation 
05:38 
where you can find certain game 
05:39 




very critical information for 
05:45 
traditional food gathering 
05:47 
and hunting lastly 
05:50 
the satsang sing about water springs 
05:53 
there are over 
05:54 
10 different water springs located 
05:57 
on the old woman mountain knowing the 
06:00 
location of water was 
06:01 




heat during travels now the spiritual 
06:08 
element to the salt songs 
06:10 
is just as important as the physical 
06:14 




is a cave where medicine people 
06:20 
would traditionally collect puja 
06:23 
or spiritual power to heal the sick 
06:27 
at the time of someone's passing the 
06:30 
spirit of the disease must travel 
06:32 
through each specific trail 
06:34 
like the old woman mountain before 
06:36 
departing from the physical world 
06:40 




is the milky way the salt songs 
06:47 
are also funerary songs sung during a 
06:50 
ceremony known as a cry 
06:53 




by singing the songs in perfect order 
07:01 
to ensure a safe travel for the deceased 
07:05 
the following photograph shows salt song 
07:08 
singers from various 
07:10 




singing at the old woman mountain 
07:17 
notable singers featured here 
07:19 
include mr larry eddie matt levis 
07:23 




like the old woman mountain had and 
07:30 
continue to have devastating 
07:32 
implications for the chimwavi 
07:35 
let's go ahead and explore three 
07:37 




that relationship between the chimwavi 
07:43 
and the old woman mountain 
07:46 
the first photograph we see here 
07:49 
outlines 10 different 
07:50 




this information was gathered during my 
07:58 
archival research at the san bernardino 
08:01 
and los angeles county courthouses 
08:06 
american companies and private 
08:08 




extensively during the 1880s 
08:14 
all the way until about the 1940s 
08:18 








land the california gold rush drove 
08:28 








yet little is actually known of the gold 
08:38 
blooms that took place here in the 
08:40 
deserts of southern california 
08:43 
the mining law of 1872 allowed 
08:46 
miners to hold common law assumption 
08:49 
that any metal deposits obtained did not 
08:52 
belong to the federal 
08:54 
government and instead they would become 
08:56 
the property of the discoverer 
08:59 
without any obligation to pay royalties 
09:05 
this law secured corporate interest it 
09:08 
set the president for shaping western 
09:10 
legal thought of private property 
09:14 
and it established a precedent for the 
09:17 
settlement of the west 
09:18 




to land much like mining bonanzas 
09:27 
the united states military also has a 
09:30 
history of occupying native lands 
09:33 
that they deem empty and well suited 
09:36 
for their military operations the east 
09:40 
mojave desert where the old woman 
09:42 
mountain is located 
09:44 
was home to the desert training center 
09:47 
which is the largest 
09:48 
























during 1942 and 43 
10:16 
the united states army purchased 18 000 
10:19 








the following photograph shows soldiers 
10:30 




tanks destroyed plants animals 
10:40 
village sites burial grounds 
10:43 




did not clean up the east mojave desert 
10:50 
after its closure 
10:52 
so bullet shells remain scattered 
10:54 
throughout the desert 
10:56 
perhaps the most disturbing remains of 
10:58 
the desert training 
11:00 
















native nations alliance along with 
11:16 
reverend jesse jackson 
11:18 












los angeles residents this proposed site 
11:34 




so while numerous non-native activists 
11:42 




including the chimwavi integrated 
11:49 
elements such as spiritual sovereignty 
11:52 








local reservations so for the first time 
12:02 
the judge allowed the salt songs and the 
12:05 
chimwavi creation narratives 
12:07 
to be admitted as evidence for the case 
12:11 
the project was eventually shut down and 
12:14 
the incinerator construction 
12:16 
stopped the chimwavi people have 
12:20 
and continue to make enormous efforts to 
12:23 
protect the old woman mountain 
12:25 




is really linked to the environmental 
12:33 
well-being of the land the chimwavi 
12:36 
had a really unique opportunity to 
12:39 
purchase the old woman mountain 
12:41 
from a private owner tom askew 
12:44 
who's really interested in returning the 
12:47 
lands back to the tribe 
12:49 
the chimwavi accepted and in 1998 
12:53 




as a non-profit and with it resumed its 
13:00 
ancestral stewardship responsibility 
13:03 




their mission is to protect sacred sites 
13:11 
like the old woman mountain 
13:13 
while developing educational programs 
13:15 
for native youth 
13:17 
the following photograph captures images 
13:20 
from the healing 
13:21 
and learning landscape program where 
13:23 
numerous guests mainly youth and their 
13:26 
families spend a weekend 
13:27 
on the preserve chimwebi elder 
13:31 
matt lavis shared with the youth the 
13:33 
significance of the salt songs 
13:36 




their connection to the milky way and 
13:43 
afterlife for the chimwavi 
13:45 




of people like theresa mike dean mike 
13:52 
michael magical and cliff traffser for 
13:55 
example have really blossomed 
13:57 




like james ramos from san manuel 
14:05 




has been at the forefront of land 
14:10 
repatriation through diligence 
14:13 
honest relationships with partners and 
14:17 
a really heartfelt mission to reconnect 
14:20 




today's presentation followed the 
14:27 
history of the chimwavi people 
14:30 




there are many histories like the old 
14:36 








sacred sites end up on national parks 
14:45 
school campuses shopping malls 
14:49 
bulldozed through for oil pipelines like 
14:51 
we saw at standing rock 
14:53 
and for the construction of telescopes 
14:56 
like we saw in mauna kea in hawaii 
14:59 
it is important that you always know 
15:02 
whose indigenous land you are on 
15:04 
and learn of the current day struggles 
15:07 
of those tribal communities 
15:09 




in the movement towards social justice 
15:16 
for native people 
15:17 
thank you all for watching and listening 
15:20 
this presentation 
 
